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Citizens of Heavens (iii) 

 
1. Completion, Fulfillment & Perfection 

 
This is the perfect donut. Fresh, Krispy Kreme, Original Glazed Donut. 
Now, some here, might automatically agree with me – yep it is perfect – and good for you. 
But some of you, may not. So I’m going to tell you exactly why this is the perfect donut. 
 

i) Completion = the steps taken 
 
Firstly, there is completion. 
 The steps taken to make this donut the  most donut. 
 The right ingredients to make the super-charged batter. 
 The precise mixture for the deep fry, combined with the right temperature and exact time. 
 Then there’s the glaze – the beautifully sugary fluid that then solidifies on the outside. 
 
The steps taken to complete this donut – are perfect. 
 

ii) Perfection = product maturity 
 
And there’s so much more. 
This Original Glazed Donut is the fully mature product after centuries of donut-development. 
From a Totally reliable source on the internet, I found out how the donut came about. 
 
Now, I found a totally ‘reliable’ source on the internet that gave a brief history of the donut. 
 
"Doughnuts originated in 16th century Holland. They were cooked in oil, and were so greasy that 
the Dutch called them olykoeks, that is "oily cakes." " 
 
"The Pilgrims, who had lived in Holland, brought the cakes with them when they came to America. 
Their version was a round doughy ball about the size of a nut thus the term "donut." " 
 
"Now, the origin of the donut hole is intriguing.  
 
It seems there was a captain Hanson Gregory, a 19th century sea captain who was eating a doughnut 
while sailing through a storm.  
 
Suddenly, the ship was rocked violently and he was thrown against the ship’s wheel impaling his 
cake on one of its spokes. Seeing how well the spoke held his cake, Gregory began ordering all his 
cakes with holes in them." 
 
"Doughnuts were popularized in the U.S. after the Salvation Army fed doughnuts cooked in 
garbage pails and served on bayonets to troops during WWI." 
 
So, in America, the first Friday of June each year, is National Doughnut Day, honouring the women 
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who served doughnuts to the soldiers in WW1. 
 
Donuts ingrained in America culture.... 
 
Krispy Kreme's founder Vernon Rudolph and his uncle purchased Joseph LeBeouf's donut shop on 
Broad Street in Paducah, Kentucky along with a secret recipe for yeast-raised doughnuts. 
. Rudolph began selling the yeast doughnuts in Paducah and delivered them on his bicycle. ... 
 
And so Krispy Kreme Donuts were born. 
 
Finally, The first Krispy Kreme store to open outside North America was in Penrith. 
 

iii) Fulfilment = the purpose is realised 
 
Then finally, there is fulfilment. 
 When the donut has been completed, 

When the product has reached maturity. 
When the purpose is realised. 
There is the fulfilment of eating the donut. 

 
Well, three words – completion, perfection and fulfilment. 
 
Jesus finishes this section of the sermon on the mount with this directive. 
 “Be perfect therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”  
But Jesus concept of perfection is not our simple concept of flawlessness, of being without error. 
Perfection here is the concept of product maturity, of being what it was meant to be. 
 

2. From Personal Abuse to Personal Sacrifice (vv. 38-42) 
 

But before we work out the implications for perfection,  
We encounter some of the most famous verses in the Bible. 
First, Jesus transforms the law ‘an eye for an eye’ into ‘a tooth for a tooth’  

<< vv. 38-42 – Note: “ante” – and ‘do not stand against an evil-doer’>> 
 
Now, we too quickly think ‘an eye for an eye’, and ‘tooth for a tooth’ is primarily about justice. 
That there must be retribution equal to the offence. 
However, that was not the point of this law. 
This law was to limit retaliation, it was to stop vengeance from wreaking untold destruction. 
The law retards the victim from escalating justice against the offender. 
The law restrains revenge so that some form of justice is done. 
 
Therefore, Jesus words are far more revolutionary than we think. 
For not only does Jesus challenge the paradigm of limitation of revenge, 
Jesus challenges the interior heart, mind, will that manifest into justice or revenge limitation. 
 
Jesus revolutionizes that need for reparation into that beautiful word grace. 
For grace is simply undeserved favour, unmerited kindness. 
Grace is giving the offending party what they do not deserve in the offence they have caused. 
Grace transforms the law  from restricting revenge, limiting retaliation  

to turning the other cheek, giving your coat, going the second mile. 
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So how do we apply the principle of grace to our lives? 
How does a citizen of the kingdom live out grace? 
 

3. From Hatred to Love (vv. 43-47) 
 
Well, Jesus will go further in application in the next example. << vv. 43-47 >> 
 
As we read this, we react against the strong sentiment – “hate your enemy”. 
The quotation comes from Psalm 139:21 –  
“Do not I hate those who hate you, O Lord? And do not I loathe those who rise up against you?” 
 
And so for Israel, particularly when their enemies sought to conquer their nation, 
 Hating your enemy and loving your neighbour makes perfect sense. 
 For if the Assyrian army is parked out your door step, about to destroy you, 
 Or if the Babylonian army has desecrated your temple, and exiled you in captivity 
 “Hatred of your enemies” is part and parcel of the battle lines being drawn. 
 For the enemies of Israel were the enemies of Israel’s God, Yahweh,  

Therefore the citizens of Israel loved Yahweh, and hated their enemies. 
 
Therefore Jesus shakes one of the foundations of Israel as God’s people. 
Loving your enemy, and praying for your persecutors would not just be confronting, but crazy! 
 
And staggeringly, this is exactly what Jesus does when he is hanging from the cross. 
Luke 23:34 – Jesus prays – “Father forgive them, for the know not what they are doing” 
Jesus is not just enduring physical pain in the extreme, as traumatic as that is, 
Jesus is more importantly about to face the just anger of God in his own death. 
Even when God the Son turns toward God the Father, facing his righteous fury,  

Jesus still prays – “Father forgive them” 
 
And because Jesus sacrificed his own life for ours, because Jesus prayed for those persecuting him, 
 Christians throughout the centuries have followed his example. 
 
John and Deborah Upton were missionaries to Taiwan. After completing their language training, 
they settled in the small city of Taitung to establish a congregation there. Predictably, their intention 
to begin a church in the city threatened the local Buddhist priest who resolved to drive them away. 
Every morning promptly at seven o'clock the priest stationed himself at the front gate of the Upton's 
house where—for ten hours a day, seven days a week—he shouted curses and incantations against 
the house itself; he set off strings of firecrackers; he warned the neighbors not to show kindness 
toward the Uptons lest they anger the gods and bring tragedy to their own homes. 
The noise was unnerving; the paper residue from the firecrackers grew so deep that John had to 
shovel it aside before he could move his car out of the driveway. The possibility of growing a 
church in such soil seemed bleak. 
 
What were the missionaries to do in the face of such a threat? John and Deborah felt that  they had 
to respond in some way, and this is what they did: Every morning before the priest arrived, they 
took a stool and a table out to the gate. On the table they placed a pot of tea and a bowl of rice; they 
set up an umbrella to shade the priest from the sun. They continued this routine for almost four 
months, until one day the priest did not show up. From that day on, never again were they harassed, 
and their home became a gathering place for the community. 
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The Uptons later learned that their neighbors had finally intervened on their behalf, telling the 
priest, "Here you are cursing their home and the foreigners are giving you something to eat. That's 
embarrassing. Go away and leave them alone." 
 
Here, Jesus transforms the all too natural hatred of enemies  

So that the citizen of heaven, liberated by Jesus love 
So that we can now love our enemies.  

 
4. The Demand for Perfection (v. 48) 

 
Jesus finishes then, with the demand for perfection. << v. 48 >> 
 
Now, when we hear the word ‘perfection’ we think – without flaw, without error, without defect. 
But we need to think of ‘perfection’ in terms of product maturity,  

of being at a point where no further development is required.  
 
Jesus makes point that as citizens of heaven, we are to be mature. 
The directive is for Christians to think, act, speak, relate as they citizens of heaven they are. 
Be perfect, not by your own goods works, your own efforts, your own accomplishments, 
But be perfect, and live up to who you are, live up to the heavenly status that I won for you. 
 
Growing up and asking my parents the question – do I have to go to church? 

- Then after the penny dropped – why wouldn’t I want to go to church 
- Church is better than being at the beach, being at sport, being at a friend’s house, … 

 
Living as a citizen of heaven, it’s not just because you must, it’s because you want to, 
 It’s because you’ve grasped hold of the love that God has for us, 
 It’s because you’ve comprehended the magnitude of Jesus  

laying down not just this cloak, but his life for you. 
And as we look back to Jesus’ act of liberation on the cross,  
we are driven forward to strive for perfection, 
we are motivated to hunger for that maturity of being a citizen in heaven. 

 
_________________________ 


